286             From Seven to Seventy

read the burial service for a dead actor. The minister
refused, saying that actors could not be buried from
his church. Seeing their despair, he repented a trifle
and suggested that they try the little church just around
the corner. The elder Holland raised his hat and said:

"God bless the Little Church Around the Corner/1

Joe Holland is the only member of the family alive
to-day, and he retired from the stage a few years ago.
He became very deaf and finally paralyzed, but he has
in no way let it ruin his life. With grit and persistence
to a degree that should be an example to everyone, here
is this man, no longer young, learning to read and, al-
though totally deaf, to speak a beautiful French,
sailing a boat better than most professionals and becom-
ing the commodore of the yacht club of the seaport
town where he lives in the summer, leading a full life
where most people would have given up the ghost
long ago.

Joe used to ask one or another of us to go out for a
drive with him in the evening. I often wondered what
pleasure it could give him and once wrote on his paper
(which he always carried), "Why do you do this?" A
most pathetic look came into his face.

"I know you are all just being good to me and you
can't keep it up long, but somehow, if I can get you to
drive in the moonlight where you wouldn't want to
talk, anyway, we are just as much companions in those
moments as if I were not deal"

Such delicacy of feeling could not help but come out
in his actions, and something Joe did once impressed
me very much. Frank Worthing, the actor, was going
to England, and, although it was not mentioned, heayers now stands.of War, and found that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